
 

Welcome to Griffin Place 

We hope you enjoy your visit.  A few safety warnings before you begin your tour.  Please do 

not climb on or open any gates or go in with any of the horses.  Be aware that there is an 

electric wire on the top of all the fences, so don’t touch it.  However, if you do, you probably 

won’t need your latte today.   

So, put on your walking shoes and let’s get started! 

You may have noticed as you drove in, a round pen on your left.  This is one of two that we 

use for conditioning our yearlings for the sale.  The sale will be held at the WTBOA sale 

pavilion located at the north end of Emerald Downs on August 18th.  It is open to the 

public and we highly recommend you attend just to watch if nothing else.  The yearlings in 

our consignment will be there for viewing beginning August 15th, so stop by and say 

“Hello.” 

 

 

 

Round pen. 



 

 

 

 This is our house, as if you couldn’t figure that out.  But  

      at least you know you’re at the right farm.  Our driveway is 

confusing after all.  



 This is our back door which, if you are unfamiliar with 

farm houses, you should know is really our front door. 

 

       ADDITIONAL SAFETY WARNING:  This is Mayko.  Don’t be   

        deceived by the cute face.  He bites.  If you encounter him, run. 

 

 

Here is our main barn where we foal all the mares.  We have foaled 22 so far this year.  

 



 If you walk behind the barn you will see off to the left a small shed (photo below).  Here we 

have a series of small pens where we keep the horses that may need to be confined to a 

small area.  We keep horses that are recently off the track there for a few days until they 

“let down” and are calm enough to go into a big field.  We also keep mares and foals there 

for the first week or so before they go out into a big pasture or if they need special care.  

Right now, our “teaser,” Smarty Jones is there.  He is a stallion and he will bite so don’t offer 

body parts.  Smarty is not a Thoroughbred, but his sire Liberty Gold is.  Smarty has a very 

busy schedule this time of year; he is in charge of talking to all the mares.  Their response to 

him, along with a vet exam, tells us when the mares are ready to be bred.  Tough job.  Well, 

frustrating anyway. 

 

 

This is our hay barn.  It has stalls as well.  To begin your tour of the rest of the farm, walk 

between the main barn and the hay barn and head off down the lane.  

 

 

 



Down the lane you go. 

 

As you start down the lane, you will notice a series of sheds.  The fields around the first two 

sheds have mares and foals.  When you get to the third shed, you may see yearlings in the 

fields on both sides.  Most of them come into the barn during the day now as part of their 

sale preparation.  It keeps their coats from fading and gives us time to groom and work 

with them.  Sometimes we have more yearlings than stalls in which case we do a rotation 

so some may be in the barn and some may be out in the pasture. 

This year we have yearlings by: Into Mischief, Coil, Tribal Rule, He’s Tops, Dialed In, Harbor 

the Gold, Atta Boy Roy, Finality, Kodiak Kowboy, Zensational, Flower Alley, Pure Prize, 

Tizway, Any Given Saturday and American Lion in our consignment. 

Courtroom Charmer is in the third field on your right.  Her filly is by Tribal Rule.  Adorable 

Lydia and her Stay Thirsty colt and Rain Shadow and her He’s Tops filly are also in this 

field.   FYI a colt is a male, a filly is a female, and foal is either.  (In the picture below are 

Courtroom Charmer and her now 5YO colt named Cariboo Road.  Obviously an old photo.)  

   



 

When you get to the third shed, you will see yearlings.  (Pictured below is one of our 

yearlings showing off a couple years ago.)  He is now a three year old owned by 

Grasshopper Stable and named Hot Bobby.  He is in training at Emerald Downs so you 

might see him there.   

 

You have now arrived at “four corners.”  Turn right, and go to the yearling barn, or left to go 

to the mare pastures.  Straight ahead are more yearling fields. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.513583152038697.1073741826.282345878495760&type=3


 

If you turned right, this is what you will see.  The red barn is where we house our yearlings.  

The fields on all sides of the lane now house yearlings (with the exception of one horse 

which is in the shed straight ahead.  He is recovering from an injury and we are very 

pleased with his progress.)   

 

 

 

 

You have arrived at the red barn. 

 



 

Off to your right, is our other round pen.  This one is 70’ diameter pen which is 10’ bigger 

than the round pen on the other side of the farm.  We like this one better for the yearlings.  

We find that the extra 10’ is much better for them.  The bigger the diameter, the less stress 

it puts on young joints.  You will notice that this pen has 8’ high walls.  We find it is much 

easier to get the young horses to focus on us when they can’t see out.  We also find that 

working them one on one helps them to be responsive to us and keeps them from getting 

bored.  It is more work for us though. 

You are welcome to go over and walk around inside unless there is a horse in there.  (In 

that case, just peek through the windows.)  

 

 

 

To the right of the red barn is a metal gate.  This one you can go through.  Just close it up 

when you come back out.  Under the tall shed is our Vibe Plate.  You are welcome to go 



stand on it and turn it on if you want.  We put horses on the Vibe Plate if we are trying to 

grow more hoof or if a horse has to be stalled for a long period of time.  After a surgery, the 

horses typically need to have stall rest for at least 60 days.  Depending on the type of 

surgery, we may put them on the Vibe Plate.  Research has shown that horses confined to a 

stall 24/7 with no exercise start losing bone density and Vibe Plate therapy (theoretically) 

builds bone density.  We have seen a measurable difference in hoof growth.  We believe the 

bone density theory because it has been proven to work on humans.  Besides, it cost a lot 

and we don’t want to think we wasted money. 

 

So, back you go to “four corners”.  When you get there, if you go straight, you will find our 

mare pastures on either side of the shed way down there.  If you continue straight ahead, 

you will dead end at our “Granny Pasture.”  Right now we have a couple of horses that are 

“layups” from the track in the “Granny Pasture” and the grannies are actually in the field to 

the left.  I think that may be a sign that we have too many retired horses.   

 



 

This is one of our mare pastures.  We call this section of the farm “up top.”  Don’t ask us 

why.  One of our employees must have started calling it that and the name stuck. 

We hope you had a fun time touring the farm.  We also hope you can find your way back. 

Seriously!  For more information and a history of our farm, you may visit our website, 

www.GriffinPlace.com.   As a prize for visiting our farm, we will have a drawing.  If you 

“like” us on Facebook, (Griffin Place, LLC), and send us a message saying you are part of the 

Emerald Racing Club, we will put your name in a hat.  The winner may use our box at 

Emerald Downs for a day.  Thanks for coming and best of luck with your race horses!   

           Sincerely, 

Mary Lou and Terry Griffin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.griffinplace.com/


 

 

 


