
Backstretch Safety 
 
It is important to wear your green lanyard so you can be identified. Many people involved 
with the racetrack know about our club, and they will then be able to recognize you as a 
member, and most importantly, Sharon and Larry will be able to identify you as one of 
the owners of Dancing Yodeler and will be self explanatory as to your presence in their 
barn.  
 
When approaching a horse, be respectful, courtesy, approach them cautiously. They don't 
know us and we don't know them. Everyone is a new sight, a new smell, a new sound. 
You don't just want to stick your hand out and try to pet him, he, any horse, is going to 
react. Then them be curious about you, sniff you. Horses are super sensitive, alert, aware 
and responsive animals. They can nip and bite and many times, without warning. These 
horses are not your typical fairground ponies. They are strong and powerful athletes. 
They get "hot", they get cranky, they can pin their ears back, bite and/or kick. These are 
many reasons why we prefer you to attend the barn accompanied by one of our club 
managers that can assist you with your way around the barn and the horses, and following 
protocol. 
 
As I stated before, horses are sensitive, aware animals. They are prey animals, so it's in 
their nature to always be on high alert of predators. Please no yelling, waving, fast hand 
movements, running, honking, no strollers, no balloons, no umbrellas, no flash 
photography. Think about what you are doing or what you are about to do and think of 
the horses possible reaction.  
 
In regards to the barn area, a trainer's barn is a private area so to speak and you'd no more 
walk in, walk around and walk up to a stall or horse, no more than you would expect 
Sharon or Larry or their staff, to come into YOUR home or office and start going through 
your desk drawers. Let's be respectful. Larry and Sharon have graciously opened their 
barn to our large group, and in return we will show them our respect, for the safety of 
them, their barn staff, their horses, and their other clients. Please follow the protocol 
Sophia has outlined in regards to making arrangements to visit the barn at the Ross's 
consent and convenience. We are all one big team, with the goal of keeping the horse's 
best interest in mind.  
 
There are many things you are going to learn along the way in this adventure, but here are 
some important points that we would like to make you aware of. If we are granted the 
opportunity to see the horse outside of it's stall, and I am sure we will, always stand on 
the same side of the handler. This will allow the handler to move the horse safely and 
away from you if need be. We do not wanting it to be able to swing it's butt around and 
try and kick you. Those long legs can reach really far, hard and fast.  
 
No smoking in or around the barn area. If you do smoke, there's plenty of time to do that 
later and elsewhere. Barns are full of flammable material and it only takes one little spark 
to have it catch, spread like wildfire and burn the barn down. Let's keep everyone, 
including the horses safe! 



 
Never interfere with the work at hand. In the Ross's barn, in all barns, all around the 
backside, many horses are being fed, worked and trained. Everyone is on a schedule. 
There's always a lot, going on so let's please not interrupt anyone in their daily tasks. 
 
This also leads me to not only the going on's around the backside, but also around the 
racetrack in general. There is always a lot of action to see, horses being worked, many 
young horses learning the ropes, getting use to different things, feeling anxious, feeling 
excited. Trainers driving back and forth in golf carts, other owners milling around back 
and forth.......Sometimes accidents happen and sometimes.....as a parent loses a child in 
the next aisle at the grocery store, a horse can get away from it's handler or rider. A loose 
horse can be dangerous, so be aware. Get out of the way, be safe, and let the 
professionals handle the situation.  
 
Always be aware of yourself, your actions, the actions of others and your surroundings. If 
you see one of your fellow partners doing something that could put them, or someone 
else, or the horse in danger, you need to tell them. Give them a gentle reminder. They 
may have forgotten and it would come as a nice reminder, I'm sure. After all, we don't 
want any of our fellow partners hurt, the horse or worse, get kicked out of the barn! 
 
You'll see all sorts of things going on at the track. Frontside and backside. Just because 
you see someone else doing something, doesn't mean it's safe or ok. Use what we have 
taught you, and your own good judgement.  
 
Racing is a unique sport. There are so many factors that play into it. The horse, what kind 
of day he's having, how he's feeling, the jockey, what kind of day he's having, how he 
rides, the weather affecting the condition of the track. As well as enjoying the excitement 
of owning a racehorse, I hope you all have fun learning about owning a racehorse and the 
in's and out's of the racing world. I look forward to being on this adventure with you all, 
and I am super excited to see where this adventure takes us.  
 
Let's leave a positive and upbeat lasting impression on this racetrack. Let's.....let our club 
shine!!!! 


